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Bel gians are nore and nore concerned about their health and
the quality of life. There is a growing preference to buy
bi ol ogi cal food products and ecol ogi cal cleaning products.
About 25 percent of the Bel gi an popul ati on uses
nutraceutical s.

To sell vitam ns and food supplenents in Belgium a conpany
must notify the Bel gian Departnent of Health of its
intentions by sending in a standard form This form should
contain information on the ingredients so the General Food

| nspection can give positive or negative advice. Once the
formis submtted, the conpany gets a notification nunber

whi ch has to be put on the packagi ng. Confusing packagi ng or

| abeling that could | ead users to believe that the product
may have a therapeutic or preventive function wll
automatically alert the Pharmaceutical |nspectorate.

Labeling nust explicitly state that the product is not a drug
and does not claimto have any therapeutic or preventive
function. Term nol ogy needs to be carefully checked, banning
a nunber of specifically |isted words, such as for exanple
“cough” or “immunity”. The Pharnmaceutical |nspectorate may
ot herwi se determ ne that the product nust followthe

regi stration procedure for pharmaceutical products which is a



far nore conplicated procedure. The initial notification file
must |ist the product’s conposition by ingredient, and
specific nutrition information with the indication of the
Recomended Daily Al l owance (RDA) as defined by the FDA

The Bel gi an market for vitam ns and food supplenents is
currently in a period of regulatory uncertainty. The Bel gi an
M nistry of Health, upon the recommendati on of Bel gi an

academ cs, has determ ned that the |ocal diet provides an
adequate supply of vitamns to the population with very few
exceptions (e.g. pregnancy, specific vitam n deficiencies,
etc.). Therefore, according to the Mnistry of Health, the

i ntake of vitam ns beyond the RDA need not be suppl enent ed,
and in certain cases excess intake could be a health hazard.
As a result, there are specific regulations on the allowable
concentration of vitamns sold in Belgium It should be noted
that, while such products can be sold in both pharmacies and
health stores, sale of vitam ns above a certain concentration
is restricted to pharnaci es.

However, despite these restrictions, the governnent has yet
to crack down on the sale of inported vitam ns which exceed
t hese concentration restrictions. The recomendati ons of
Bel gi an acadenmics are at odds with EU pressure to open this
market to international conpetition, which would officially
al | ow hi gher concentration products. The question renai ns as
to whether Belgiumw || indeed crack down on this market or
conply officially with EU directi ves.

Considering the strict regul ations concerning the |abeling of
vitam ns and food supplenents, it is advisable to consult
with a local distributor or consultant.

Useful Contact:

For notification of food suppl ements:
M ni steri e van Vol ksgezondhei d

Eet war eni nspecti e Pl anten
Pachecol aan 19 B5

B- 1010 Brussels

Phone: 32 2 210 4859

Fax: 32 2 210 4816

Trade Associ ation:
NARED

Zavel put 7

B- 1000 Brussel s
Phone: 32 2 218 6760
Fax: 32 2 218 6679



Contact: Jan Haepers, Secretary

e-mai | : jan@naredi.uunethost.be

Trade and industry association related to health and dietetic
f oods.

Eur opean Federation of Associations of Health Products
Manuf acturers

Rue de | ' Associ ati on 50

B- 1000 Brussels

Phone: 32 2 209 1145

Fax: 32 2 223 3064

E- mai | : pedrovazua@eas.be

Contact: Pedro Vicente De Azua, Advisor

Representing specialist health product manufacturers in
Europe. They cooperate actively with the European

Comm ssi on, the European Parlianent, national governnents,
trade associ ations and consumer groups.

Danr act

Dender nondsest eenweg 455

B- 9070 Dest el ber gen

Phone: 32 9 219 0021

Fax: 32 9 219 0022

E- mai | : damract@skynet.be

Contact: Gerda Van Danme, Managi ng Director
Consul tant in Food suppl enents

Maj or conpani es

ARTCS

Brussel sest eenweg 533

B-9090 Melle

Phone: 32 9 252 6889

Fax: 32 53 77 09 07

Contact: M WIIliam Van St eenacker

BELA AN TONG L

Rue de Fierlant 109

B- 1060 Brussels

Phone: 32 2 537 7089

Fax: 32 2 537 84 79

Contact: M Philippe Jacques, Director

Bl ODYNAM CS | NTERNATI ONAL NV
J. Plateaustraat 4

B- 8400 Oost ende

Phone: 32 59 80 5824

Fax: 32 59 80 7083

Contact: Ms. Frances Naes

BRALOR



Qudenmansstraat 13

B- 1840 Londer zeel

Phone: 32 52 30 4079

Fax: 32 52 30 3863

Contact: M. Hugo de Snet, Director

BUYSCO

Rue du Grand Péril 108
B- 7090 Hennuyeres
Phone: 32 67 67 0215
Fax: 32 67 63 8791
Contact: M. Pletinckx

DEBOSAN

Paal straat 317B

B- 2900 Schoten

Phone: 32 3 685 0969

Fax: 32 3 685 0074

Contact: M. René de Borger, Managing Director

DELHAI ZE FRERES & CIE “LE LION' ETS. S. A

Br oekooi 5

B- 1080 Bruxelles

Phone: 32 2 412 2501

Fax: 32 2 412 2504

Contact: M. Paul Van Der Viet, Purchase Manager

DI EXI MPORT N. V.

Her ent al sebaan 214

B- 2100 Ant wer pen

Phone: 32 3 321 6719

Fax: 32 3 322 9314

Contact: M. Christiaan Fernandez

EURCSAN | NTER PRODUCTI ON S. A

Kl ei ne Bareel straat 24

B- 2800 Mechel en

Phone: 32 15 43 0230

Fax: 32 15 43 0150

Contact: M. Stephan Hendrickx, Mnager

FARVA | MPORT

Burg. Heymanspl ein 45

B- 3581 Beverlo

Phone: 32 11 40 1408

Fax: 32 11 34 7359

Contact: M. Bart Balis, Mnager

FASSKA



Rue du Bosquet 1/ Parc Scientifique
B- 1348 Louvain La Neuve

Phone: 32 10 45 1719

Fax: 32 10 45 1925

Contact: M. De Kinder

FRIJNS V.M A

W ndnol enstraat 34/ 3, BP 79
B- 3500 Hassel t

Phone: 32 11 21 2305

Fax: 32 11 21 1953

Contact: M. Frijns

HEl RLER

Hanel endr eef 85

B- 3300 Ti enen

Phone: 32 16 81 6156
Fax: 32 16 82 1298
Contact: M. Panjaert

HYA ENA N. V.

Qost Jachtpark 3

B- 9100 Sint-N kl aas

Phone: 32 3 776 3461

Fax: 32 3 766 5597

Contact: M. Jozef Miyl dermans, Managi ng Director

LI MA N V.

| ndustrielaan 11 A

B- 9990 Mal degem

Phone: 32 50 71 0564

Fax: 32 50 71 0567

Contact: Ms. Chantal Uyttenhove, Sales & Product Devel opment

MARECHAL S.P.R L.

Rue de Wandre 1B

B-4610 Bel laire

Phone: 32 41 62 2220

Fax: 32 41 62 0798

Contact: M. Marechal, Mnager

MEYSKENS ROBERT ETS. S.P.R L.
Rue du Marais 140

B- 7380 Qui evrain

Phone: 32 65 45 7011

Fax: 32 65 43 1319

Contact: M. Marc Meyskens

NONKEL S- REFORMMAREN



| ndustrielaan 11

B- 9990 Mal degem

Phone: 32 50 71 3811

Fax: 32 50 71 6067

Contact: M. Philippe Witrin

ORTI S- FOOD SUPPLEMENTS S. P. R L

Hi nter Der Heck 46

B- 4750 El senborn

Phone: 32 80 44 5786

Fax: 32 80 44 4280

Contact: Ms. N cole Meyers, Purchase Manager

RED STAR Bl OPRODUCTS

Verdunstraat 742

B- 1130 Brussels

Phone: 32 2 247 2611

Fax: 32 2 247 2600

Contact: M. Dany Tas, Dir. Sales & Marketing Europe

REVOGAN

Landegenstraat 1

B- 9031 DRONGEN ( GENT)

Phone: 32 9 280 9060

Fax: 32 9 282 98 73

Contact: M. X. De Pannemaeker

SANDOZ NUTRI TI ON N. V.

Hei st sest eenweg 131

B- 2580 Beerze

Phone: 32 15 24 9221

Fax: 32 15 25 0146

Contact: M. VWydt, Purchasing Manager

STRATH

Rue Pre Colin 1

B-6101 Jam oul x

Phone: 32 71 21 3730
Fax: 32 71 21 4755
Contact: M. Vandegorne

VERMYLEN- VI TAMEX N. V.

Ver neyl enstraat 15

B- 9200 Baasr ode

Phone: 32 52 33 0303

Fax: 32 52 33 7739

Contact: M. Pieter-Antoon Seghers, Ceneral Manager

ZEELANDI A N. V.



Ni j ver hei dstraat 58-60

B- 2160 Wormel gem

Phone: 32 3 354 2068

Fax: 32 3 353 8034

Contact: M. Christian Van Strydonck, General Director

ZENCOBI A

Rue du Grand Cortil 17

B- 1300 WAVRE

Phone: 32 10 22 2394

Fax: 32 10 22 2799

Contact: M. Patrick Cosse, General Manager

Tr ade Show:

Vi tasana 2000

Cct ober 1, 2000

Fl anders Expo, Gent

Contact: M. Foncke

Phone: 32 9 241 9211

Fax: 32 9 241 9475

e-mai | ; vitasana@flandersexpo.be

This show is open to professionals. Exhibitors include
manuf acturers and service providers in natural products:
cosnetics, health foods, dietetics, herbal nedicines,...




